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EVANGELICAL PREACHING. 


Tre phrase “ evangelical 
preaching” is much used at the 
present day, but often in a very 
capricious or equivocal manner. 
One discourse is said to be very 
evangelical ; another is called 
a pretty good practical sermon, 
but not evangelical; when the 
principal difference between 
them is, that certain sectarian 
phrases were adopted in the one 
which were omitted in the other. 
Some discourses are approved as 
evangelical on account of those 
phrases, while the leading senti- 
ment is not to be found in the 
Bible; and others are pronounc- 
ed not evangelical, while every 
sentiment is clearly scriptural. 
When the words are used with 
propriety, “ evangelical preach- 
ing” is preaching: which is con- 
formable to the spirit of the 
gospel; or preaching that is 
consonant to the preaching of 
Jesus Christ, which we have 
recorded by the Evangelists. 

Preaching to be strictly evan- 
gelical, should harmonize with 
the preaching of .our Saviour, in 
the doctrines inculeated, the 
duties enjoined, the motives 
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urged to enforce obedience, the 
object of the discourse, and the 
temper with which it is deliver- 
ed. 

If a minister wishes to preach 
a doctrinal discourse of an evan- 
gelical character, it will behove 


‘him to inquire whether the doc- 


trine which he thinks of illus- 
trating was ever taught by Jesus 
Christ. Had this one point been 
strictly attended to, many dis- 
courses which have been termed 
evangelical, would never have 
been delivered nor written. 

In the next place, if a minister 
wishes to preach a practical dis- 
course of an evangelical cast, he 
should regard our Saviour’s ex- 
ample, and inculcate the temper 
which he required, and such 
duties as he enjoined. Supreme 
love to our heavenly Father, and 
impartial benevolence one to- 
wards another, were considered 
by our Lord as comprising what- 
ever is required by the law and 
the prophets. And it ought 
never to be forgotten, that to 
love the Lord our God with all 
the heart, with all the soul, with 
all the understanding, and all the 
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strength, and our neighbour as 
ourselves, is more than all whole 
burot-offerings and sacrifices.— 
Repentance towards God and 
iaith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
as sent of God, self-denial, hu- 
mility, meekness, and the spirit 
of forbearance and forgiveness, 
are duties which cannot be omit- 
ted in a course of evangelical 
preaching. 

In evangelical preaching, du- 
ties which the gospel enjoins are 
enforced by such motives and 
considerations as are authorized 
by our Lord and Master. 'These 
are various, and some of them 
infinitely weighty. Indeed all 
the peculiar and important doc- 
trines of the gospel, when pro- 
perly illustrated and understood, 
are sO many motives to love and 
obedience. ‘Io this end they 
should all be applied. All the 
doctrines of the gospel relating 
to the character of God, his go- 
vernment of the world, his send- 
ing his son to be our Saviour; all 
the doctrines relating to the cha- 
racter of the Messiah, the object 
of his mission, his death, resur- 
rection, and ascension, and all 
that relate to the character and 
condition of men in the present 
life, and what they must do to 
be saved, together with the doc- 
trines of a future resurrection, a 
day of judgment, and final retri- 
bution; these all are reasons and 
motives for that love and obedi- 
ence which the gospel requires. 
When, therefore, the doctrines 
of the gospel are correctly stated 
and illustrated, with a view to 
excite Christian affections, and 
to promote Christian unity and 
Christian practice, they are 
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treated in an evangelical man- 
ner; such preaching is evangeli- 
cal preaching. 

It may be proper more distinct- 
ly to remark, that evangelical 
preaching implies a benevolent 
object, and a humble, faithful, 
and beneficent temper. The 
gospel flows from the benignity 
of God; it was preached by his 
Son with the most humble and 
faithful, and benignant disposi- 
tion, and in a manner calculated 
to awaken the attention and to 
conciliate the affections of all 
who were not under the domin- 
ion of pride or prejudice. He 
had no party object in view. 
He sought the good of all. He 
was faithful in reproving both 
his friends and his enemies. But 
even the severity of his reproofs 
was tempered with compassion. 
He felt for sinners as all minis- 
ters ought to feel. The great 
object of gospel preaching is to 
make men wise unto salvation, 
to persuade them to become the 
humble and obedient disciples 
of Jesus, and to walk in love 
one towards another, that they 
may serve their generation by 
the will of God, and become 
meet for the inheritance of saints 
in heaven. 

From this concise view of 
evangelical preaching will it not 
appear, that too much of the 
preaching, which has by some 
been called evangelical, is far 
from being entitled to that appel- 
lation? And that many dis- 
courses are censured as nol 
evangelical, which are strictly 
conformable to the preaching of 
the Lord Jesus. How often have 
sermons been termed evangeli- 








cal, when the very object of them 
was to excite and inflame the 
passions and prejudices of one 
sect of Christians against ano- 
ther; and when the spirit and 
manner of delivery have been 
perfectly indicative of such an 
unwarrantable object! On the 
contrary, how often has plain, 
practical, and important sermons 
been reproached as not evan- 
gelical, when the sentiments of 
the discourses have been in per- 
fect harmony with our Saviour’s 
preaching? Is it not a lamenta- 
ble fact, that mere effusions of 
party spirit, with a few appropri- 
ate sectarian phrases, will by 
many be denominated evangeli- 
cal preaching, while by the same 
persons the most serious, impor- 
tant, and well written discourses 
on Christian morality will be re- 
proached as more becoming the 
character of Plato or Seneca 
than that ofa Christian minister? 
To such a person we would 
seriously recommend one more 
careful perusal of our Saviour’s 
sermon on the mount, and, after 
an impartial examination, let him 
ask himself this solemn ques- 
tion:—Had every sentiment in 
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this sermon been contained in a 
discourse of a minister against 
whom I have strong prejudices, 
and nothing discordant with 
these sentiments found in it, 
should I have allowed the dis- 
course to be evangelical ? 

Imperfection is doubtless at- 
tached to all the preaching of the 
present day ; and every preacher 
needs the candour of his brethren 
and his hearers. ‘The defects of 
some are greater than the defects 
of others; but if more, respect 
were paid by all preachers to the 
sentiments contained in our Sa- 
viour’s discourses, and to the tem- 
per with which he delivered them, 
there would probably be less oc- 
casion and less disposition among 
ministers to censure one another. 
I am far from desiring that any 
class of ministers should discard 
scripture phraseology in_ their 
preaching, or that they should 
omit to urge Christian morality 
from Christian motives; but I 
wishall Christians to be made duly 
sensible, that there is at this day, 
in, several particulars, a most 
striking difference between gospel 
phraseology and that which pass- 
es with many for evangelical, 


AND OF THE SIN UNTO DEATH, 


AND NOT UNTO DEATH. 


[Continued from page 304. | 


Il. Or the distinction here 
made between sins, there is a sin 
unto death ; and there is a stn not 
unto death. For those known to 


be guilty of the former, we have 
no encouragement to pray. I do 
not say that he shall pray for it: 
but a promise is made that 
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prayers for other sinners shall 
not bein vain. He shall ask—he 
who sees another sin, a sin not 
unto death, and he ({G@od] shall 
give him life, for them that sin not 
unto death. But what is the sin 
unto death ? 

St. Paul says, The wages of 
sinis death.* Here no distinction 
is made: and doubtless, every 
sin deserves death, and would 
be the occasion of it, were strict 
justice executed upon it: but 
God is merciful to our unrightcous- 
ness.| Sinners may find mercy 
with him. If it was not so, who 
could be saved? There is none 
good but onc ; that is God. There 
is not a just man upon earth, who 
doth good and sinneth not.{ All 


have sinned.} 
What then is the sin unto 
death ? There is one sin which 


is certainly unto death—dblasphe- 
my against the Holy Ghost. 'This 
sin our Saviour hath declared 
shall not be forgiven, either in this 
world, or that to come. Could 
we know that any person had 
committed this sin, we should 
have no encouragement to pray 
for him. But in this age of 
the world, it is perhaps impossi- 
ble to know that any one hath 
committed it. The sin, which 
our Lord declared unpardonable, 
was imputing to infernal agen- 
cy that which was evidently 
wrought by the spirit of God.— 
As casting out devils, or demons, 
with a word, which was done by 
Christ. ‘That Christ was holy ; 
that he reproved sin, and called 
men to holiness, and set the ex- 
ample of it, his enemies could not 


* Rom. vi. 23. + Heb. viii. 12. 


t Mat. xix. 17. 






































Of Praying for one another. 


deny. It must then be the last 
stage of depravity, which could 
attribute to infernal agency, mi- 
raculous power used only to do 
good, both to the souls and bodies 
of mankind. Such was the use 
our Saviour made of power. All 
his miracles were totally different 
from those pretended to be 
wrought by the sorcerer, or jug- 
gler, both in their nature and 
manner of operation; they were 
miracles of mercy, every way 
worthy their divine author, and 
evinced a power divine in the 
sent of God. To charge one who 
went about doing good, and only 
doing good, with being in league 
with the powers of darkness, who 
are full of malice and wicked- 
ness, what absurdity, as well as 
impiety! Such was this sin, 
which Christ declared should 
never be forgiven. We can 
conceive of no means which 
could operate on such sinners— 
people who could sin thus wil- 
fully against the clearest light. 
But nobody is now circumstan- 
ced as those sinners were—hath 
such proof of Christ’s truth as 
they had,—they «cannot there- 
fore sin against such light, or 
abuse such advantages. We are 
not sure therefore, that that sin 
can now be committed. 

There is indeed that which 
somewhat resembles it; the part 
sometimes acted by those who 
have great awakenings, strong 
and deep convictions of sin, its 
sinfulness, and their own sinful- 
ness and need of mercy to par- 
don, and grace to save them. 
Some who are thus made to 


$ Rom, iii. 23. T Mat. xii. 3! 











tremble in the way to destruc- 
tion, and brought to resolve 
against sin, and bind themselves 
with promises, of which God is 
witness, to forsake sin and follow 
after holiness, afterwards drive 
away their convictions, and re- 
turn to their former course of 
wickedness, or of carelessness 
and security in neglect of reli- 
gion. It is rare that such are 
afterwards brought to repent- 
ance. ‘They commonly sin with 
less concern after such awaken- 
ings than before them. The 
unclean spirit, which was driven 
out, returns with seven other 
spirits more wicked than himself, 
and they enter in and dwell there ; 
and the last state of that man is 
worse than the first.* The au- 
thor of the Epistle to the He- 
brews had these in view, when 
he wrote as follows :—It is wn- 
possible for those who were once 
enlightened, and have tasted of the 
heavenly gift, and were made par- 
takers of the Holy Ghost, and 
have tasied the good word of God, 
and the powers of the world to 
come,—if they fall away to renew 


them again to owes : seeing 
they crucify to themselves the Son 


of God afresh, and put him to open 
shame} How far those here 
intended had enjoyed the proofs 
which Christ and his inspired 
Apostles, gave to those who liv- 
ed in that age, and how far they 
differed from these who now have 
strong convictions which they 
shake off, and become again 
secure in neglect of religion, we 
know not; but when we witness 
persons so circumstanced, it fills 
us with concern. Such apos- 


* Matt. xii, 45. 


t Heb. 
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tates are often seen not only 
more hardened and unfeeling 
than before, but frequently they 
become skeptical—doubt the 
truth of Christianity—perhaps 
whether eternal consequences 
will follow the part they act 
here, or whether they have any 
thing to do in religion, or have 
ability to do any thing, which 
will render their salvation either 
more or less probable. Such 
cases sometimes occur, especial- 
ly in places where awakenings 
have been numerous: and such 
people are generally more hos- 
tile to rational and scriptural 
religion than’ any others. It is 
observable, that none of those 
rated in the scripture to have 
been guilty of the unpardonable 
sin, ever afterwards evinced fear, 
or concern; and it is highly pro- 
bable, that those who have com- 
mitted it, are always left of God, 
to sleep on and take their rest. 
Let them alone,t is the divine 
order to every thing that might 
otherwise awaken them; and 
wherever this order is given, it 
seals the sinner down to perdi- 
tion. But as we never know 
who hath been guilty of this sin, 
it is our duty to call every sin- 
ner to repentance, and to pray 
for all we see sinning against 
God. If any of them are not 
ohjects of mercy, our prayers 
may return to us, and God re- 
ward us for our benevolent en- 
deavours to save them, though 
they may receive no benefit from 
them. 

There is another kind of sins 
which may, in a qualified sense, 
be said to be wnto death. Such 


vi. 4, &e. t Hos. iv. 17. 
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are wilful sins of every descrip- 
tion. If repentance doth not 
follow them, death eternal will. 
But every wilful sin is not the 
unpardonable sin; many wilful 
sins have been pardoned, and 
pardon is offered to every sinner 
who hears the sound of the gos- 
pel. David sinned greatly in the 
matter of Uriah; and Peter in 
denying the Lord who bought him: 
both knowingly ; but both were 
pardoned ; and forgiveness is 
promised to every gospel peni- 
tent. Christ is exalted to give 
repentance and forgiveness of 
sins :* and he is able to save to 
the uttermost all that come to God 
by him ;{ and will save them. 
Their sins are blotted out of God’s 
Book; when sought for they 
will not be found.t 

But there is a sin not unto 
death—a species, or kind of sins ; 
for this is not intended of a sin- 
gle sin—What then is this sin 
not unto death?—-T he infirmities, 
the involuntary errours and mis- 
takes of the children of God— 
Many of these are found on the 
best of God’s children while en- 
veloped in doubis and darkness 
here. If we say we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves and the truth is 
notin us.) ‘This is the language 
of the Apostle, who includes 
himself in the sinning number. 
Perfection is not here. Chris- 
tians hope for it hereafter. The 
spirits of the just will “be made 
perfect, when they shall come toGod 
the Judge of all, and to Jesus, the 
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that is, when they exchange 
earth for heaven; but not till 
then. It is strange, that any 
should imagiue that they have 
attained perfection here. Such 
people must be strangers at 
home; where it is most impor- 
tant to be acquainted, and where 
we seem to. have every advan- 
tage for being so. But this isa 
dark state. Doubtless, the best 
of God’s children, when they 
reach the world of light, whither 
they go, will look back and 
wonder at themselves—at their 
former views—will see many 
things wrong, which they here 
theught to be right ; many sen- 
timents which they considered 
orthodox, and contended for 
with honest zeal, to be errors and 
mistakes, and many things which 
they did very conscientiously, 
to have been deviations from 
rectitude. But though nobody 
can truly say, | have no sin: 
where there is sincerity in God’s 
service,and humble reliance on 
his grace, defects are overlook- 
ed—God is merciful to the un- 
righteousness of those who love 
him, and act sincerely before 
him—None of their involuntary 
errours, in principle or practice, 
are charged against them, or 
will be found when the Books are 
opened for Judgment.\| These 
sins of infirmity—are not unto 
death—all unrightcousness ts sin ; 
and there is a sin not unto death ; 
they do not condemn, even at 
the moment of commission— 


Mediator of the New Covenant :| God mercifully forgives them ; 


+ Heb. vii. 25, 
7 Heb. xii. 23. 


# Acts v. 31. 


{ Jer. 1. 20. § John i. 8. 


} Rev, xx. 12. 








though they may be more in 
number than the hairs on the 
man’s head. 

This is the Christian’s hope— 
his only hope, before God—He 
is sensible, that were God to 
mark only his involuntary errors, 
and to punish his sins of ignor- 
ance upon him, be must perish.— 
But glory to God, there is forgive- 
ness with him.* All who love 
and serve him, though with 
much infirmity, all who believe 
and obey the gospel, will find 
mercy with him, and be kept to 
his kingdom. 

Every sincere Christian builds 
for heaven on the Christ, the 
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sure foundation. If such enter- 
tain mistakes and build with im- 
proper materials, the fire which 
is to try man’s work, will 
desrroy theirs, and they will suf- 


Ser the loss, yet themselves will 


saved, though it may be so as by 
fire.t—lt is interesting therefore 
to know the truth, that we may 
build with proper materials, that 
our works may abide the fire, and 
we receive the reward.—lf this is 
neglected, we may be scarcely 
saved, and the least in the king- 
dom of heaven.— May God give 
us understanding, for Christ’s 
sake.— AMEN. 
L. 


os 


FHE TWELFTH REPORT OF 


THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE 


SOCIETY. 


In reporting their Proceedings 
during the twelfth year, your 
Committee find it difficult to 
comprise within the ordinary 
limits of a Report, the great mass 
of Intelligence which they have 
received from the various Asso- 
ciations and Individuals connect- 
ed with the British and Foreign 
Bible Society; they will, how- 
ever, endeavour to exhibit such 
a brief, but comprehensive view 
of the most material Facts and 
Occurrences as may enable the 
Members of the Institution to 
form a judgment of its progress, 
and at the same time confirm 
their opinion of its character and 
efficiency. 

To the Foreign Department, 
the first place will, as usual, be 
assigned. 


* Psalm exxx. 4. 


In Holland, many of the So- 
cieties (the principal of which 
were visited by Dr. Steinkopff) 
had collected considerable sums, 
and had commenced a distribu- 
tion of the Scriptures; but the 
embarrassments occasioned by 
the political state of affairs du- 
ring the beginning and middle of 
the year, together with a diffe- 
rence of opinion respecting the 
fittest situation for a Central or 
National Institution, bad in some 
degree retarded their operations. 

Your Committee have now 
the satisfaction to report, that 
this important point was decided 
at a General Meeting in Amster- 
dam in November last, when it 
was finally determined that the 
Seat of the Netherlands Bible 
Society should be established in 
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that city. Under this general 
head, upwards of forty Societies 
are comprised , and the direction 
of their combined energies is in- 
trusted to a Committee in Am- 
sterdam. Of this National Con- 
federation His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Orange is the 
Patron. Many Bible Associa- 
tions have also been formed, and 
are in a state of progressive 
advancement. In Amsterdam 
alone, they amount to twenty- 
four, and are already in a state 
of active operation. 

To encourage and assist the 
proceedings of the Netherlands 
Bible Society, a large assortment 
of the Scriptures in various lan- 
guages has been consigned, in 
equal proportions, to the cities of 
Amsterdam and Rotterdam. 

The Grand Duchy of Berg 
Bible Society has exhibited 
proofs of the most laudable acti- 
vity, and promises to become 
one of the most useful in Ger- 
many. 

The Prussian Bible Society, 
formed (as it will be recollected) 
under the auspices of His Prus- 
sian Majesty, and with the pat- 
ronage of the first Officers of 
State, entered upon its opera- 
tions by a pious and animating 
address to the publick; and the 
vigour and success of its pro- 
ceedings have corresponded with 
the expectations which it had 
excited. In less than a year 
after its establishment twelve 
Auxiliaries were instituted in 
different parts of the Prussian 
dominions. In how great a de- 
gree their assistance is wanted, 
may be conceived by the follow- 
ing circumstance, among many 
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others of a similar import, stated 
in the First Report of the Prus- 
sian Bible Society: ‘That amo 
18,000 German, 7,800 Polish, 
and 7,000 Lithuanian families in 
Lithuania, not a single Bible 
was to be found. It ought to be 
added, that the disposition to 
relieve these wants was no less 
promptly and liberally manifest- 
ed. 

Your Committee have lately 
assisted this Institution with a 
donation of 300/. for its Silesian 
Auxiliaries at Breslau, Leignitz, 
and Bunzlau. 

The Hanoverian Bible So- 
ciety is diligently engaged in 
obtaining accurate information 
respecting the want of the Scrip- 
tures, in preparing a large edition 
of them for distribution, and in 
organizing Auxiliary Societies 
through the Kingdom. 

The Duchy of Brunswick 
Bible Society was established 
on the memorable 18th of June, 
twodays subsequent to the death 
of the late much lamented Duke, 
who had signified his intention 
to become its Patron. The So- 
ciety is supported by persons of 
the highest classes, and of the 
most respectable characters. 

The proceedings of the Wiir- 
temburg Bible Society have dis- 
played great zeal and activity. 
A very particular inquiry has 
been instituted by its Committee 
into the want of the Scriptures 
throughout the various Parishes 
of the Kingdom. ‘These wants 
having been found to exceed the 
supply afforded by a very large 
edition of the Bible then nearly 
completed, it was immediately 
and unanimously resolved to un- 











dertake a second impression on 
standing types. 

Your Committee have agreed 
to assist this work by a donation 
of 300/. 

Among the Catholick popula 
tion of this kingdom, about 7000 
copies of the New Testament 
have been distributed, with the 
special sanction of the Episcopal 
Authority at Elwangen, by the 
Rev. Leander Van Ess, Catho- 
lick Professor of Divinity in the 
University of Marburg. 

Of the zeal manifested by this 
learned, pious indefatigable Pro- 
fessor, in circulating the Scrip- 
tures in the Catholick provinces 
of Germany, it is impossible to 
speak but in terms of the highest 
admiration. 

More than 60,000 copies of 
the New Testament have been 
printed by his exertions, and 
fresh editions are in the press. 

Professor Van Ess has exhibit- 
ed, in his own example, a strik- 
ing proof of a candid and unpre- 
judiced mind, by devoting part 
of the fund, furnished by this 
Society, to the supplying of poor 
Protestants in Hesse Cassel and 
Hesse Darmstadt with Luther's 
Version of the Scriptures. 

The estimation in which he is 
held by many, both Catholicks 
and Protestants in Germany, 
with whom he carries on a very 
extensive correspondence, is de- 
servedly high. 

A similar tribute of commen- 
dation is due to the Catholick 
Pastor, and President of the 
Catholick Bible Society, at Ra- 
tisbon, Regens Wittmana, whom 
Dr. Steinkopff justiy designates 
as the Father of the Fatherless, 
and a Friend to the Destitute. 
Vol. IV, No, Il. 
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The edition of the New Tes- 
tament printed by Regens W itt- 
mann, has proved very accepta- 
ble in some parts of Catholick 
Germany, where that of Profes- 
sor Van Ess has not been receiv- 
ed. More than 10,000 copies of 
a former edition have been cir- 
culated; and the present de- 
mands are so great, that an 
impression of 20,000 copies will 
scarcely be sufficient to supply 
them. 

To these names your Commit- 
tee will add that of the Rev. 
John Gossner, of Munich, who 
has printed and circulated 10,000 
copies of the New ‘l'estament 
among the German Catholicks, 
5,000 of which were disposed of 
in less than six weeks. 

Your Committee, anxious to 
encourage the labours of these 
respectable men, of whose in- 
tegrity, zeal, and activity, they 
have received the most satisfac- 
tory proofs, have granted to the 
Rev. Leander Van Ess the sum 
of 500/. in addition to their form- 
er grants; to Regens Wittmann 
200/. to promote the circulation 
of his New-'T'estament; and to 
the Rev. John Gossner; to whom 
Dr. Steinkopff had _ presented 
1002. an additional 2002. for the 
purpose of enabling him to print 
a second edition of the New 
‘Testament. 

The Institution at Bremen 
was assisted hy Dr. Steinkopff 
with a grant of 50/. as the poor 
inhabitants, destitute of the 
Bible, were found to be more 
numerous than had been at first 
supposed. . 

During the course of his jour- 
ney through Germany, Dr. Stein- 
kopff had the satisfaction te 
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assist at the formation of the six 
following Bible Societies: 

1. Qne for the town and 
circe of Cleve, containing a po- 
pul ation of about 60,000 persons. 

2. The Osnaburg Bible So- 
ciety, in connexion with that for 
the Kingdom of Hanover. 

3. Koenigsfeld Bible Society. 

4. Nassau Homburg Bible 
Society. 

5. Frankfort Bible Society. 

6. A Bible Society for the 
Principalities of Neuwied and 
Wied Runkel, containing a po- 
pulation of about 35,000. 

To the above is to be added 
a Branch Society at Wesel, 
formed previously to Dr. Stein- 
kopff’s arrival there, in connex- 
ion with the Prussian Bible So- 
ciety. 

To assist the proceedings of 
these several Institutions, the 
following sums were allotted : 


To the Cleve Bible Society . .1 100 
To the Osnaburg Bible Society . 100 
‘To the Nassau Homburg Bible 


Society P 
To the Frankfort Bible Society . 50 
‘To the Neawied and Wied Runkel 
Bible Society . . ... - 100 
To the Wesel Branch Bible Seciety 50 


ocsc.6U6UcS6cO8lC SS 8 
eo. soc Ss9 


The Bible Societies in Swit- 
gerland which came under the 
personal observation of Dr. 
Steinkopff, are those of Schaff- 
hausen, St. Gall, Zurich, and 
Basle, among all which there 
subsists a friendly connexion. 
It may be said of them collec- 
tively, that their proceedings 
exhibit great zeal, and that they 
are liberally supported. They 
have already cireulated more 
than 60,000 copies of the Scrip- 
tures. 

To these Societies the follow- 


ing sums were presented, viz. 


To the Schaffhausen Bible Society 120 0 o 
‘Teo the St. Gali Bible Svciety . . 100 0 0 
And to the Basle Bible Society . 400 6 © 


in consideration of the great field 
opened for the exertions of the 
last of these, in Germany, Swit-. 
zerland, Alsace, and Italy. 

At a very numerous Meeting 
of the Basle Bible Society in 
October last, it is a remarkable 
fact, that several Jews attended, 
and became subscribers. 

Dr. Sieinkopff had also the 
pleasure to succeed in procuring 
the establishment of a distinct 
Bible Society at Bern; and your 
Commitiee have, on his re- 
commendation, presented to it 
2001. 

The information respecting 
the state and progress of the 
three remaining Bible Societies 
in Switzerland—those of Chur, 
Lausanne, and Geneva, is equally 
favourable. 

The Geneva Bible Society 
has opened a correspondence 
with Protestant Clergymen in 
France, and by their assistance 
has been enabled 10 supply many 
of the Protestants in that king- 
dom with copies of the Scrip- 
tures, at the charge of the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society. 

A Society has also been es- 
tablished for the Principality of 
Neufchatel, under the sanction 
of the Civil and Ecclesiastical 
Authorities, which promises to 
become a useful Ally to the Sv- 
cieties at Lausanne and Geneva; 
and, chiefly through the exer- 
tions and liberality of the former, 
a similar Society has been pro- 
visionally organized among the 
Waldenses inhabiting the vallies 
of Piedmont. To the Society 
at Neulchatel your Committee 








have presented a donation of 
1002. and to that of the Walden 

ses, (or Valais,) in consideration 
of their particular circumstances, 
the sum of 2001. 

It is proper to add, in this 
place, a Grant to the Protestant 
Consistory at Vienna in Bohe- 
mian, Polish and German Bibles 
and Testaments, to the amount 
of 300/. as well as a donation of 
5001. made to the Hungarian 
Bible Institution at Presburg, 
in consequence of the great po- 
verty of Protestants in that 
country. 

Your Committee regret the 
necessity of omitting much inter- 
esting information obtained by 
Dr. Steinkoptf, during the course 
of his journey, comprising a dis- 
tance of nearly 5000 miles. 

The political arrangements of 
the continent, without abating 
the zeal of the Saxon Bible So- 
ciety, have materially diminish- 
ed the sphere of its operations. 
Many Braneh and Anxiliary 
Societies still, however, remain 
connected with it, and display 
great activity within their re- 
spective departments. 

Your Commitiee have had 
real pleasure in assisting this 
Institution with a donation of 
200/ 

The Thuringian Bible So- 
ciety, at Erfurt, has obtained the 
formal sanction of the Govern- 
ment; it has planted an Auxil- 
jary at Eisenach; and its pro- 
ceedings in general meet with 
great encouragement, both from 
Consistories, and persons of rank 

and influence. 

A similar Society has also 
been established at Ejichsfeld, 
with a Branch at Nordbausen. 
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North of Europe. 

Your Committee have now to — 
report the substance of the most — 
material information received by 
them relative te the proceedings 
in the North of Europe, begin- 
ning with Denmark. 

‘T'wo years have elapsed since 
the establishment of the Danish 
Bible Society ; but its organiza- 
tion was sot fully completed be- 
fore November last, when His 
Exeellency Count Schimmel- 
man was elected President. and 
the venerable Bishop Minter, 
and the President and Pirst De- 
puty of the Chancery were no- 
minated Vice-Presidents. The 
Commiitee then entered upon 
their operations, resolving to 
assemble every fortnight, and to 
begin the organization of Auxil- 
tary Societies. 

As one among other results of 
these measures, an Aovxiliary 
Society has been established in 
Sleswick Holstein, with the 
sanction of bis Danish Majesty. 
To this Auxiliary a donation of 
300/. has been presented. 

The information communicat- 
ed in former Reports reapecting 
Iceland, renders it unnecessary 
to enter into minute details, on 
the present occasion. Hit will be 
recollected that the Rev. E. Hen- 
derson proceeded to that country. 
with the sanction of the Com- 
mittee, for the purpose of _super- 
intending the distribution of the 
Icelandick Scriptures, printed at 
the expense of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. This 
commission, in the discharge of 
which he was exposed to many 
perils, has been executed, in a 
manner most satisfactory to his 
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employers, and beneficial to the 
poor but grateful inhabitants of 
that island. 

‘The want of the Scriptures in 
Iceland was extreme: it was 
deeply felt and lamented by the 
people; but their sorrow has 
been turned into joy: and there 
is perhaps no part of the world 
to which the British and Foreign 
Bible Society has extended its 
benevolence, where it has been 
more cordially welcomed, and 
more gratefully acknowledged, 
than in Iceland. 

In a pamphiet published by a 
respectable author at Stockholm, 
in March, 1815, it is stated, that, 
previously to ihe establishment 
of the Bible Society in Sweden, 
not one out of eighty of the 
poorer classes had a copy of the 
Scriptures, and that, according 
to a well-founded ealculation, 
not fewer than 400,000 families 
in that kingdom were destitute of 
that inestimable treasure. ~ 

Your Committee have now 
the satisfaction to report, that, 
in consequence of the active 
measures adopted in Sweden, 
these wants have already been 
in some measure relieved; and 
that every disposition prevails 
in that country to supply them 
effectually. 

The Societies of Gothenburg, 
Westeras, and Gothland, which 
have now become Auxiliaries to 
the National Bible Society at 
Stockholm, are all active within 
their respective circles. 

In consequence of an Address 
from Bishop Wingard, the Presi- 
dent, and the Directors of the Go- 
thenburg Bible Society, repre- 
seuting the distressed state of a 
large population which formerly 
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subsisted by the Herring Fishery, 
your Committee have been iniuc- 
ed to aid the funds of that Institu- 
tion by a donation of 1007. They 
have also granted to the Swedish 
Bible Society the sum of 5002. 
with a request that 200/. of it 
may he applied to the use of its 
Auxiliary at Westeras, in conse- 
quence of a very urgent repre- 
sentation of the great want of 
the Scriptures within its circle, 
and the inability of the Society 
to supply them, 

Your Committee have the 
satisfaction to announce the 
establishment of an Auxiliary 
Bible Society at Lund, in Scania, 
under the Presidency of the 
Bishop, who is also Vice Chan- 
cellor of the University of Lund. 
This is an important station; 
and the zeal of the Bishop, and 
active co-operation of the Pro- 
fessors and leading men of the 
University, authorize an expec- 
tation, that this new Society will 
prove materially beneficial. A 
donation of 300/. has been pre- 
sented to it. 

The Archbishop, of Upsala 
has also’ expressed his wish for 
the formation of a Bible Society 
in the University of that place ; 
and your Committee have most 
readily encouraged it by the pro- 
mise of a donation of 3002. to 
assist its operations, in the event 
of its establishment as an Aux- 
iliary to the Swedish Bible So- 
ciety. 

Your Committee have only to 
add, on the subject of Sweden, 
that the Bible Society there has 
not only the Patronage of His 
Majesty the King, but that the 
Crown Prince has been.a most 
liberal contributor to it, as well 








as to the Evangelical Society at 
Stockholm, and has promised a 
considerable pecuniary donation 
towards the establishment of a 
Bible Society in Norway. 

The proceedings in Russia, 
for extending the circulation of 
the Holy Scriptures, are entitled, 
from their magnitude and impor- 
tance, to particular notice; and 
your Committee regret the ne- 
cessity of confining their Report 
to a brief and general statement 
of them. 

Of the thirteen editions of the 
Scriptures, in. whole or in part 
printing in Russia at the period 
of the last General Meeting, 
eight have been completed, the 
remainder are in progress, and 
some nearly finished, making 
altogether, at least, 110,000 
copies, now actually in the press. 

Theodosia, or Kaffa, is a sea 
port town of the Crimea; and 
the new Society there proposes, 
in its operations, to embrace the 
whole of that Peninsula, and in 
general the countries lying on 
the shores of the Black Sea, in- 
cluding the Abazi, Mingrelia, 
and Anatolia, or Asia Minor, 
without any assigned limitation, 
and may, by the blessing of God, 
to use the language of Mr. Pin- 
kerton, “prove the means of 
rekindling the Christian flame 
among the Churches of Asia 
Minor, where first the great 
Apostle of the Gentiles preached 
the doctrine of the cross.” 

The great importance of this 
new Institution, which is pro- 
ceeding with zeal and activity, 
has induced your Committee to 
encourage its exertions by a grant 
of 5001. 

Your Committee have now to 
mention a circumstance which 
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will be heard with the deepest 
interest, that His Majesty the 
Emperour of Russia, who has 
evinced an undeviating attach- 
ment to the Russian Bible So- 
ciety, has recommended to the 
Holy Synod, through Prince 
Galitzin, to procure a transjation 
of the Bible into the modern 
Russian. The Holy Synod, 
anxious to promote among their 
countrymen the knowledge of 
Divine Truth, most cordially 
and unanimously adopted the 
recommendation of His Imperial 
Majesty ; and it was accordingly 
resolved that the Scriptures 
should be translated into the 
Russian language, under the su- 
perintendence of the Spiritual 
Academy; that the translation 
should be revised by a Commit- 
tee of the most learned of the 
Clergy, and afterwards published 
by the Russian Bible Society in 
two columns, Slavonian and 
Russian. The idea of this noble 
work is the exclusive property 
of His Imperial Majesty, the 
pure suggestion of his own be- 
nevolence; and the Russian 
Bible will remain an imperisha- 
ble memorial, both of his, piety, 
and of his paternal solicitude for 
the welfare of his subjects. Con- 
sidering the progress made by 
the Russian Bible Society, du- 
ring the three years of its exis- 
tence, the interest which it has 
excited in the publick mind, the 
co-operation of persons of the 
highest rank, both civil and 
ecclesiastical, the energy of its 
operations, and the ardour which 
animates its Auxiliaries, it may 
be confidently hoped, that, by 
the blessing of God, it will prove 
the source of permanent and 
extensive benefit, not only te 
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the subjects of the Russian Em- 
pire, but to the inhabitants of 
Various adjoining countries. 

In this confidence, your Com- 
mittee cannot but rejoice, that, 
in addition to the grants already 
mentioned, for particular purpo- 
ses, they have been enabled to 
assist its general operations by a 
donation of 10002. 

“Fo the above particulars your 
Committee have to add, that a 
Bible Society has been estab- 
lished at Strasburg, which has 
been assisted with a grant of 
500/.; and that, at Paris, 3000 
copies of Ostervald’s New Tes- 
tament have been printed, dur- 
ing the last year, from the stere- 
otype plates, under the direction 
of the Protestant Consistories, 
an edition of 6000 is now in the 
press ; making, when completed, 
a total of 13,000 copies. 


America. 


In the last Report it was ob- 
served, that the number of Bible 
Societies within the United 
States of America, amounted to 
sixty-nine, with the prospect of 
anu augmentation. The Sixth 
Report of the New-York Bible 
Society, in December, specifies 
one hundred and two; of which 
three Societies are established 
in Colleges, and thirteen are 
Female Institutions. By later 
intelligegce, it appears, that 
their number is increased to one 
huodred and fifteen, among 
which is an “ African Bible So- 
ciety,” recently established in 


Philadel! phia. 


Your Committee cannot recite 
these interesting facts, without 
cordially congratulating their 
Trans-Atlantick Brethren on 
their zeal for promoting the cir- 


culation of the Holy Seriptures ; 
and, in the language applied by 
the Seeretary of the New-York 
Bible Society on a former ecca- 
sion, to the Members of this In- 
stitution, “ bid them God speed.” 

It is no less pleasing to re- 
mark, that the harmony which 
pervades the Societies in the 
Western Continent is as con- 
spicuous as their zeal. “ The 
Bible Societes,” in the terms of 
one of their Reports, “ make one 
grand whole, because they have 
one single object in view.” Of 
their continued regard for the 
British and Foreign Bible So 
ciety, the proofs are as satisfae- 
tory as they are abundant. 

Your Committee have the 
satisfaction te announce, on the 
authority of the Philadelphia 
Bible Society ’s Report, that, by 
the liberality of individuals, and 
the contributions of Sister So- 
cieties, it has been enabled to 
print an edition of 6000 French 
Testaments, for the accommoda- 
tion principally of Louisiana and 
the adjacent territories; to which 
it may be added, that your Com- 
mittee have assisted the wants 
of the inhabitants of Louisiana, 
by a large supply of the Scrip- 
tures in the Spanish and French 
languages. They have also 
granted to the New-York Bible 
Society 200/. in aid of a set of 
stereotype plates for an English 
Bible. 

The Committee of the Bible 
Society of Massachusetts have 
respectfully declined the propo- 
sal made to them of accepting, 
for their own use, the Bibles and 
Testaments originally destined 
for the Cape of Good Hope, and 
which they had generously re- 
deemed from capture. The rea- 








sons assigned for their determi- 
nation are marked by the same 
liberality and benevolence which 
have so strongly characterised 
the proceedings of the Massa- 
chusetts Bible Society, during 
the whole of this, and another 
similar transaction, and are 
entitled to the warmest acknow- 
ledgments of .the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. 

Your Committee have also the 
pleasure to remark, that several 
Bible Associations have been 
formed at Philadelphia, New- 
York, and in other parts of North 
America, which have been estab- 
lished with the most gratifying 
unanimity. 

In the British part of America, 
the Nova Scotia Bible Society, 
at Hallfax, which has fourteen 
Braach Societies conaected with 
it, appears to be proceeding with 
great vigour and success. Of 
this Society His Excellency Sir 
J.C. Sherbrooke, Governour in 
Chief, is the President. It has 
remitted to the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society a second 
contribution of 2001. Your Com- 
mitiee have great pleasure in 
transcribing from its First Report 
the following passage : 

“As in England, so in Nova 
Scotia, Christians of every 
Church, forgetting lesser diffe- 
rences and distinctions, have as- 
sembled round the standard of 
the Bible, and have formed a 
bond of union, in their efforts to 
make known far and wide its 
blessed truths, proclaiming glory 
to God in the highest, on earth 
peace, good-will to men.” 

To what has been stated re- 
specting America generally, it 
may be interesting to add, that 
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some Dutch Bibles and Testa- 
ments, sent to Surinam, in South 
America, found a ready sale. 
The Jews were the princi 
purchasers of the Bibles, as they 
understand the Dutch, but not 
the Hebrew, the language in 
which the Scriptures are read in 
their Synagogues. 

The intelligence from Labra- 
dor is calculated to excite par- 
ticular interest. Inthe Autuma 
of 1814, the three Gospels of St. 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke, were 
solemnly distributed in the 
schools, among those of the 
Esquimaux who could read well, 
of whom the number is consider- 
able ; and were accepted with 
delight and gratitude. 

The Esquimaux are now in 
possession of the four Gospels. 
The translation of the Acts of 
the Apostles, the Epistle te the 
Romanus, and the First Epistle 
to the Corinthians, has also been 
finished, and will be printed as 
soon as convenient. 

It cannot but rejoice the 
Members of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, to have been 
instrumental in furnishing this 
poor and benighted people with 
the Gospel of salvation; a pre- 
sent most highly appreciated by 
them. 

Your Committee, in conse- 
quence of encouragement offered 
to them from St. Domingo, have 
sent to that island a large assort- 
ment of French Testaments for 
distribution. 

Some French Testaments 
were very judiciously distributed 
at Port au Prince, in Hayti, 
among the schools, by Captain 
F. Reynalds, of the Merchant 
ship Hebe. One of them, pre- 
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sented to Petion, President of 
Hayti, and another to his Secre- 
tary of State, Monsieur Ingi- 
nac, were thankfully received, 
and respectfully acknowledged. 
The letter from the latter ob- 
serves: “It is a work which is 
scarce in this country,and which, 
if circulated, would greatly con- 
tribute to’ the welfare of the 
Haytians.” 

Your Committee have taken 
advantage of this information, 
to send a supply of French Bi- 
bles and ‘T'estaments to that 
part of St. Domingo under the 
authorify of President Petion. 

The transmission of a set of 
the Society’s Reports, and a copy 
of the French Bible, to Chris- 
tophe, whose authority is estab- 
lished over the northern part of 
St. Domingo, bas produced an 
equally favourable result. The 
thanks of this Chief have been 
communicated to the President, 
by his Secretary of State and 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Count Limonade; and your 
Committee, in compliance with 
a wish expressed through that 
communication, have sent 500 
Bibles, and 1000 Testaments, in 
French and English, to Cape 
Henry: and are also proceeding, 
in consequence of a _ request 
from the same authority, to print 
the New-Testament, with the 
French and English in parallel 
columns, for the benefit of the 
Haytian population. 


Africa. 


The intelligence from Africa 
is not sufficiently important to 
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require a minute detail. Not- 
withstanding the institution of a 
Bible Commission at the Cape 
of Good Hope, as noticed in the 
last Report, contributions have 
been received from the former 
subscribers in that colony, to 
the amount of 100/. sterling, and 
with a promise of their continu- 
ance. 

Your Committee have the 
pleasure to notice, that they 
have sent a supply of 200 Dutch 
Bibles, and an equal number of 
Testaments, for the use of Chris- 
tian Hottentots at Bethelsdorp, 
in Southern Africa, and that 
they have also supplied the Rev. 
Mr. Latrobe with 200 Duich 
Testaments for distribution in 
that country. 

A letter from the Rey. G. R. 
Nylander, at Yongroo, in West- 
ern Africa, intimates a disposi- 
tion among the Mahomedans in 
that part of the continent, to 
receive the Scriptures. It par- 
ticularly states, that many Maho- 
medans had applied for Arabick 
Bibles, of which a number had 
been sent to Sierra Leone for 
distribution. 

A translation of the Gospel of 
St. Matthew into the Bullom 
language, by Mr. Nylander, ha- 
ving been submitted to your 
Committee, they have under 
taken to print it at the Society's 
expense, with the English Text 
in parallel columns. The Bul- 
loms are a very numerous people 
on the western coast of Africa. 

A supply of English Bibles 
and Testaments have been sent 
to Goree, for the use of the Mili- 
tary in that Garrison. 











Asia. © 


The transactions in the East- 


ern part of the world continue 
to preserve their importance, 
both with respect to the multi- 
plicity of their objects, and the 
zeal and _ perseverance with 
which they are carried on. The 
translation and printing of the 
Scriptures in the various dialects 
of the East, are continued with- 
out relaxation. The Corres- 
ponding Committee are diligently 
proceeding with the works in 
hand, and, together with the 
Calcutta Bible Society, are mak- 
ing rapid advances towards the 
accomplishment of their common 
object. 

Of the exertions of the Baptist 
Missionaries, in effecting trans- 
lations on their-own account, an 
interesting report will appear in 
the Appendix. ‘These diligent 
labourers, “in addition to their 
numerous versions of the Scrip- 
tures,” (observes Mr. Thomason, ) 
* publish Grammars and Diction- 
aries in various languages, which 
will be of inestimable service to 
future students. “There is,” 
(he adds) “the best understand- 
ing between us.” 

In the confidence authorized 
by this intelligence, and under a 
conviction that the wants were 
great and urgent, your Committee 
have resolved to encourage and 
assist the proceedings in India, 
by renewing to their Correspond- 
ing Committee at Calcutta the 
annual grant of 2000/. for three 
successive years, commencing 
with 1816. 

A translation of the Gospel of 
St. John into the Bengalee lan- 
guage, has also been executed by 
Vol. IV. 
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Mr. Ellerton, of Malda, a gen- 
tleman thoroughly acquainted 
with that dialect; and a hope is 
expressed that the remainder 
will soon follow. 

In the last Report, a discourag- 
ing prospect was held out re- 
specting the circulation of the 
Portuguese New Testaments 
among the Roman Catholicks in 
India; your Committee are now 
happy to announce, that the de- 
mand for the Portuguese Scrip- 
tures by the Catholicks has very 
considerably increased, and even 
among the Priests at Goa. 

In consequence of this info® 
mation, they have sent 1000 Por- 
tuguese Testaments to Calcutta 
and Bombay, respectively; and 
to the latter place 300 Arabick 
Bibles, for circulation chiefly 
among the Mahomedans in Surat. 

From Colombo your Commit- 
tee have received intelligence, 
which represents the progress of 
the Auxiliary Bible Society, es- 
tablished in that capital for the 
Island of Ceylon, as highly satis- 
factory and encouraging. 

Of the new translations in 
which W. Tolfrey, Esq. is en- 
gaged, (with suitable assistants,) 
the four Gospels have been fin- 
ished, in the Pali; and in the 
Cingalese, the entire New Tes- 
tament. 

A small edition of St. Matthew 
and St. Mark in the latter ha- 
ving been printed and issued by 
way of experiment, the Colombo 
Committee had the gratification 
to learn, from the decision of 
numerous and competent judges, 
that the language and style of 
the new version are not only 
pure and suitable te the dignity 
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of the subject, but also plain and 
intelligible. 

To further this work, the Cal- 
cutta Auxiliary Bible Society 
have presented a donation of 
5000 rupees ; an act munificent 
in itself, and rendered still more 
valuable by the indication it 
affords of a disinterested friend- 
ship on the part of the elder 
Asiatick Auxiliary. 

Nor have your Committee 
been inattentive to their duty in 
reference to a work of such merit 
and importance. In addition to 
@ pecuniary grant of 3U0/. they 

ve furnished materials for 
binding 5000 copies of it, as soon 
as they shall be ready for de- 
livery. 

In China, the Rev. Mr. Morri- 
son, having nearly circulated the 
2000 copies of his Chinese trans- 
lation of. the New Testament, 
has entered upon a duodecimo 
edition; a specimen of which he 
has transmitted to England, ac- 
companied with a request for 
assistance, to enable him to en- 
large the impression. He has 
also finished a translation of the 
Book of Genesis, of which a 
copy has been received. ‘J am 
grieved” (says Mr. Morrison) 
“that I canuot obtain particulars 
respecting the effects of the Di- 
vine Book sent into China. 
They are but a drop thrown into 
the ocean; we must commit 
them to the care of Providence, 
hoping that they will produce a 
certain though a silent effect.” 

In this encouraging hope, your 
Committee unite, and have ac- 
cordingly voted to Mr. Morrison 
the sum of 1000/. to enable him 
to print and circulate more exten- 
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sively the Chinese New Testa- 
ments, as well as such Books of 
the Old, as he muy be able to 
complete. 

Of the Arabick Bibles and 
Testaments sent to Java, a very 
considerable number have been 
sold: some of the Arabian Mer- 
chants and Sheiks are described, 
as sitting in company whole 
nights together, reading them 
with the greatest eagerness and 
attention. 

One Merchant actually delay- 
ed his departure from Batavia 
for many days, in order to read 
a Bible which he had received 
from Mr. Sapper, with tranquil- 
lity and reflection; “he pro- 
mised to recommend it to his 
countrymen, and implored a 
thousand blessings on the Bible. 

The sum of 220/. has been 
received by your Committee 
from the Treasurer of the Bible 
Society in the Island of Mauri- 
tius, in payment for Bibles and 
Testaments sent thither: the 
circumstance is mentioned, as 
affording a proof of the circula- 
tion of the Scriptures in that 
Island. 

Your Commiffee take this 
opportunity of reporting, that the 
Missionaries at Eimeo, in the 
South Seas. under the patronage 
of the London Missionary So- 
ciety, had translated the Gospel 
of St. Luke into the Taheit«n 
language; and that the above 
Society had sent out a printing 
press and types, with a Mission- 
ary who understands the busi- 
ness of printing. 

Anxious to assist this desira- 
ble and new undertaking, your 
Committee have supplied the 








Raper necessary for printing it. 
he information upon which 
this grant was made, states, that 
in the School at Eimeo there are 
nearly 300 pupils, mostly adults. 


United Kingdom of Great-Britain. 


Your Committee have now to 
report the transactions connect- 
ed with the British and Foreign 
Bible Society within the United 
Kingdom; and, under this head, 
they have the satisfaction to 
siate, generally, that the object 
of the Institution continues to 
excite an increasing interest in 
the publick mind; and that, 
while through the medium of 
Auxiliary and Branch Societies, 
and Bibie Associations, the local 
wants of the Scriptures within 
the United it th have been 







Jargely suppli the contribu- 
tions from the8e ‘sources have 
enabled your Committee to ex- 
tend the benefits, and enlarge 
the efficiency, of the Society 
abroad. 

In support of these observa- 
tions, your Committee might 
refer to the popular feeling in 
favour of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, which is 
obvious to all; but, for particular 
proof, they can confidently ap- 
peal to the specification which 
will now be given of Auxiliary 
Societies, reported to be formed 
gince the last Annual General 
Meeting, and of the contributions 
from them, and the old Associ- 
ates of the Institution. 

[Here follows an enumeration 
of the many Auxiliary Societies, 
with their several contributions ; 
fhe amounts of which were given 





























British and Foreign Bible Society. 343 


in the last number of the Chris- 
tian Disciple. These occupy 
more than ten pages of the Re- 
port. ] 

Your Committee cannot te- 
cord this gratifying detail of the 
publick liberality, without ex- 
pressing their obligations to Al- 


mighty God, who has disposed ~ 


the hearts of the inhabitants of 
the United Kingdom, notwith- 
standing the pressure of the 
times, and the various calls of a 
kindred nature, to administer so 
bountifully to the spiritual wants 
of their Christian brethren at 
home and abroad. 

In this pure, disinterested 
benevolence, which can arise, it 
is presumed, from no other 
source than love to God and 
man, and which has no other 
object than to promote his glory, 
and the temporal and eternal 
good of his creatures, your Com- 
mittee recognise, with heartfelt 
pleasure, the influence of that 
holy Book the circulation of 
which it is directed so essentially 
to promote. 

While they offer their cordial 
acknowledgments to the various 
Benefactors of the Society, whe- 
ther associated or individual, in 
England, Waies, Scotland, and 
Ireland, they are persuaded, that 
the most satisfactory return for 
these benefactions, is, the proof 
of the successful application of 
them to advance the great object 
of the Institution, and the con- 
sideration of the inestimable ben- 
efits which they are adapted to 
convey. 

The Auxiliary Societies have 
justified their claim to that title 
in the most extensive interpre- 
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tation, as, independently of their 
libeTality to the Parent Institu- 
tion, and their local efficiency in 
distributing the Scriptures, they 
have contributed, by their influ- 
ence and example, to excite an 
attention to the establishment of 
other Auxiliaries, of Branch So- 
cieties, and of Bible Associa- 
tions—the whole exhibiting a 
system of benevolent co-opera- 
tion for the best end, and through 
the purest means. By these 
gradations the lowest orders of 
society become connected with 
the highest, in one great work 
of Christian charity; and the 
bounty of all, accumulated iato 
one stream, is again poured forth 
to enrich the spots from which 
it flowed, or to fertilize the bar- 
ren tracts of distant regions. 

The Hibernian Bible Society 
have continued their exertions, 
during the past year, to circulate 
the Scriptures among all classes 
and devominations of _ their 
countrymen. Between 20 and 
30,000 Bibles and Testamenis 
have been issued from their De- 
pository since their last Anni- 
versary, in addition to more than 
200,000 copies antecedently dis- 
persed. Many thousands more 
were called for, which the de- 
pressed state of their funds, from 
the unexampled pressure of the 
times, rendered it impossible for 
the Society to supply. 

It is indeed impossible to con- 
template the effects produced by 
the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, so conspicuously dis- 
played in the attentien which it 
has excited to,the supreme im- 
portance of the Holy Scriptures, 
jn the upparalilelled efforts for 
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the diffusion of them, and in the 
extension and enlargement of 
charitable feeling, without emo- 
tions of the purest delight, the 
warmest gratitude, and the most 
cheering anticipation. 

Your Committee, most cor- 
dially congratulating their fellow- 
labourers all over the world, on 
their past success and encourag- 
ing prospects, have only to ex- 
press the confidence which the 
preceding observations authorize, 
that this country, which had the 
honour to give birth to an Insti- 
tution which has attracted the 
admiration of foreign nations, 
and exaited the character of this 
in their esteem, will, by a con- 
tinuance of its liberality, enable 
the British and Foreign Bible 
Society to prosecute, with una- 
bating zeal, the great object of 
its formation t its desired and 
glorious completion. 

The gratitude of the United 
Kingdom is peculiarly called for, 
under the circumstances of peace 
and security, in which, by the 
gracious interposition of, God, it 
has been again so happily and 
triumphantly placed. Let it 
then persevere in its endeavours 
to promote his glory, by extend- 
ing, to the utmost attainable 
limits, the circulation of that 
Divine Book in which his mercy 
and truth are revealed; and let 
the Members of this Society, the 
honoured instruments of his pro- 
vidence for disseminating his 
Holy Word, unite with their 
Committee in devout supplica- 
tion, that the nations and indi- 
viduals to whom, by means of 
this and other similar Institu- 
tions, the Scriptures are convey- 











ed, may duly appreciate the 
value of the benefit thus confer- 
red on them, and experience the 
blessing which’ the Almighty 
himself has promised to the 
dissemination of his Word: 
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IT SHALL NOT RETURN UNTO 
ME VOID, BUT IT SHALL ACCOM- 
PLISH THAT WHICH I PLEASE, 
AND IT SHALL PROSPER IN THE 
THING WHERETO I SENT IT. 
(Isaiah Iv. 11.) 


NOTE ON THE PRECEDING REPORT. 


We have now exhibited the 
principal facts contained in the 
Twelfth Report of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society—a 
human Institution established on 
divine principles ; the most won- 
derful, the most powerful, the 
most prosperous, and the most 
extensive in its influence, that 
the world has ever witnessed. 
The principles and objects of 
the Institution .embrace the 
whole human family, as brethren 
and children of the same benevo- 
lent Father; and so far as these 
principles and objects shall be 
carried into effect, they must 
eradicate the barbarous prepos- 
sessions by which Christians of 
different sects, and people of 
different countries, have felt au- 
thorized to invade each other's 
rights, to destroy each other's 
comforts, and to shed each 
other's blood. Every well-in- 
formed Christian who cordially 
prays for the peace of Zion and 
the peace of the world, or who 
can from the heart adopt the 
petition, “ray KINGDOM COME,” 
must pray for the prosperity_of 
such an institution. ‘The mutual 
love, the tender sympathies and 
kind affections, which the Insti- 
tution has already occasioned, 


among Christians of different 
nations, and among men of high 
rank in different countries, may 
be regarded as a pledge, that it 
will eventually operate in favour 
of universal peace. 

In the view of an enlightened 
posterity, how contemptible will 
all military conquerors appear, 
when compared with a Teign- 
mouth, a Galitzin, and a Boudi- 
not, as Presidents of National 
Bible Societies! Heroes like 
these may be eulogized for their 
exploits, without insulting a be- 
nevolent God. Christians may 
pray forsuccess in these enter- 
prises, without implying that they 
regard the Father of all as a God 
who can delight in seeing one 
portion of his children distress 
and destroy another. 

The Report was too long to 
be given entire in a work like 
this. It fills nearly seventy pages, 
exclusive of the Appendix. In 
making the abridgement, the 
less important details have been 
omitted, some things also of a 
local nature, some of which will 
probably be hereafter given in 
extracts from the Appendix, and 
such things as were given in the 


Jast number of the Christian — 


Disciple: 
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EXTRACTS FROM PRATT’S POEM ON BUMANITY. 


At length bloom’d for‘h, diffusing all their charms, 
The arts of peace more strong than those of arms ; 
Like mists dispersing at the dawn of day, 
Barbarick ignorance retin’d away. 

The sword was sheath’d, the trumpet heard no more, 
And the lyre tried its humanizing power ; 

Religion came the idol to explode, 

And rear’d ber altar to the living God. 

In place of Deities, with frowns pourtray’d, 
Cherubs appear’d with heaven-born smiles arrayed. 
Hence wise, and potent, awful, and huinane, 

The Christian system holds the guiding rein ; 

Prop of uumaniry, and seen from far, 

Bright as the lustre of the morning star, 


The good man spake, applauding thousands bow’d, 
The Hero triumph’d, and the Christian glow’d, 
Unnumber’d hearts by great example fir’d 
Bent to the law numManity required ; 
Unnumber’d manacles that moment broke, 
Unnumber’d slaves rove loosen’d from the yoke, 
Unnumber’d hands were folded up in air, 
Unaumber’d voices breath’d a grateful prayer, 
Unnumber’d eyes, late bath’d in tears of wo, 
Ah, blissful change! with tears of joy o’erflow: 
From Gop the spark began, to man it came, 
Till all perceiving, all partook the flame ; 
Heaven’s fire electrick, as one touch’d the ball, 
F struck a second till it spread to all.* 


tle 
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BXTRACTS FROM MR. HENDERSON’S REPORT OF A VISIT TO ICELAND. 


(The Rev. E. Henderson was 
employed by the British and Fo- 
geign B ble Society to visit Iceland. 
His report is a long and interesting 
document. Some extracts from it 
will be gratifying ‘o our readers. ] 

‘Previously to my leaving Co- 
penhagen, | succeeded in getting 
2123 copies of the Icelandick Bible, 
and 4108 copies of the N. T. ship- 
ped for seven of the principal 


mercantile stations on the Island. 
On the 8th of June, 1814, I took 
my departure for Reykiavik, where, 
after a tedious passage, | arrived om 
the 15th of July, and received a 
hearty welcome from the natives, 
who had already been apprised of 
the object of my visit. 

‘The singular nature of the 
island. arising chiefly from the re- 
peated voleanick revolutions to 


* This latter extract is a part of Mr. Pratt’s tribute of respect to William Penn, on 


account of his exertions in the cause of liberty and humanity 
met to have been of the Society of Friends, this eulogium is the more remarkable, 


As Mr. Pratt appears 








































Which it had been subjected, to- 
gether with the small degree of 
ss the inhabitants have made 
the more useful arts, render 
traveliing a matter of much difficul- 
ty and inconvenience. 1 was under 
the necessity of providing myself 
with a tent, horses, provisions, &c. 
as if I had inte to penetrate 
some of the vast deserts of Asia. 
Having resolved to strike in a 
direct line through the interiour to 
the northern shores, I set off on the 
26th of July, in company with Capt. 
Von Scheel, one of the Danish 
officers. Our first station was a 
small farm on the southern margin 
of the Thingvalla Lake—the inhab- 
itants poor and destitute of the 
Bible. A copy which I gave them 
the following morning, was received 
with every demonstration of grati- 
tude and joy. The road, or rather 
track, now lay across the ruins of 
nature, a vast region of lava, crack- 
ed and rent in the most dreadful 
manner, and often presenting deep 
chasms, between which there was 
scarcely sufficient space for the 
horses to'proceed. Into the largest 
‘of these we were obliged to descend 
with our ‘horses, and were struck 
‘with wonder at the force which has 
disrupted the solid masses of cal- 
cined rock, so as to form a gap not 
Jess than one hundred and eighty 
feet deep, in many places ‘nearly 
‘of the same width, and about three 
miles in length. Close to this stu- 
‘pendous fissure, is the spot where 
‘the Christian religion was publick- 
Jy established by law, A. D. 1000, 
and where the General assembly of 
‘the nation continued to be held 
nearly nine hundred years. 

“After dinner we proceeded 
‘across the plain which is completely 
filled with lava, trembling, at times, 
‘at the monstrous parallel fissures, 
which yawned upon us on every 
side ; and after advancing with 
‘difficulty through another dismal 
veicanick tract, we came to the hot 

























































347 


springs of in which 
the greater number of the iniiabit~ 
ants were baptized im the ahove- 
mentioned year, on their return 
from the Assembly. Both bere 
and at the Geysers, the people dis- 
covered the most ardent desire to 
s the divine oracles.’’ 

“At the Geysers, the most mag- 
nificent and astonishing hot spouting 
fountains in the world, we spent 
two days, chiefly to rest our horses 
and fit them for a desert and moun- 
tain journey, several days in jength. 
We were here su by nume- 
rous orifices and craters. filled with 
hot water, from several of which 
columns, from three to ten feet in 
diameter, were darted at irregular 
intervals, some of them to the height 
of nearly an bundred feet in the 
atmosphere, enveloped in volumi- 
nous clonds of steam, and accompa- 
nied with subterranean reports, and 
a concussion of the ground beneath 
our feet. I doubt if a scene more 
grand and impressive be displayed 
within the limits of the visible 
creation. 

‘* We arrived at the Factory of 
Akureyri on the 4th of August, and 
the following day | was happy in 
executing a commission I had re- 
ceived from Bishop Vidalin. Pre- 
viously to my departure from tiey- 
kiavik, his Lordship jokingly said, 
that on my arrival in the north, it 
would be in my power to settle a 
serious dispute which had arisen 
between two of his clergy, and that 
he invested me with full powers to 
thatend. ‘The subject of the diffe- 
‘rence was a copy of the Bibte, 
which ‘bad been lent from a church 
on the main land, but had solong 
‘been in possession of the church of 
Grimsey, that the clergyman of 
that place refused to give it up to 


‘the ‘church to whieh it originally 


belonged. It was the only copy 
among twelve families residing on 


an island, thirty miles from the 
main land. As he was at the Fac- 
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tory Thad some conversation with 
him, and not only gave him a copy 
for the use of the parish, till the 
proper supply should arrive, but 
gave him one for his own use, as I 
found his circumstances did not 
admit of his purchasiag one. 

** The same evening I sold a Bible 
and New Testament to a peasant, 
who had come from a neighbouring 
parish to buy them. His wife had 
been at the factory in the forenoon, 
and though she was desired to wait 
till the general distribution took 
place, the desire of obtaining copies 
which was excited in the family on 
her return was so great, that her 
husband was obliged to set off, and 
try if his application weuld not be 
more snecessful. Besides what I 
sold him, he wished to have six Tes- 
taments, that each of his children 
might be furnished with a copy. 

“On inquiry I discovered that 
scarcely a copy of the scriptures 
was to be found in the valley in 
which Holum is situated. In the 
contiguous and populous district, 
there is one parish consisting of 
about two hundred souls, yet in 
possession of only four Bibles ; 
another, in which there were only 
three copies among fifty families. 
On my return from Holum, the 
peasants all left their meadows and 
came running to the road to see 
me; they wished that a thou- 
sand blessings might descend on 
me, and the good Christians who 
had sent me among them. 

“At Hals I was very affection- 
ately received by the clergyman. 
The next day, being Lord’s day, I 
attended divine service in the 
Church. Before dismissing the 
congregation, the clergyman gave 
them intimation of the New Bible, 
and desired such as wished to fur- 
nish themselves with copies to give 
him their names. We had scarcely 
got into the house wher it was 
crowded with people, calling out, 
“ Put me down for a Bible—me for 
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a Bible and Testament—me foy 
three New Testaments,”’ &c. | 

‘* Early on Monday I prosecuted 
my journey, accompanied by the 
clergyman, his son, and one of his 
servants. We had not rode many 
steps, when we ail took off our.hats 
for about the space of five minutes, 
and implored Divine mercy and 
protection. This laudable and im- 
pressive custom is universally prac- 
tised in such parts of leeland as 
remain uncontaminated by the in- 
fluence of those foreigners, who 
“live without God in the world.’’ 
Before crossing, and after having 
crossed a river, the genuine Icelan- 
der also moves his hat, in token of 
the sense he entertains of his de- 
pendence on the Supreme Being ; 
and the fishermen, when they put 
to sea, all take off their hats and 
send up a prayer. 

“I now entered the dreary vol- 
canick regions of Myvatn. To 
whatever side I turned, nothing 
presented itself to my view but 
the dismal effects of subterranean 
fires. At one time I had to pass 
over a track of lava between two 
parallel rents, the bottom of which 
I could not discover from the quan- 
tity of smoke they continued to 
send forth; and at some places the 
space between them was scarcely 
sufficient to allow the horses te pass. 
At another time I was separated 
from semi-liquid beds of burning 
sulphur only by a deceitful crust, 
which in some places, was so thin, 
that on the horse’s foot sinking in 
the mould, 2 hole was made, from 
which a quantity of steam issued 
with a hissing noise. The road 
here lies across a mountain of brim- 
stone, which sends up, without 
intermission, immense columns of 
smoke into the atmosphere. 

‘‘On the morning of the 22d, I 
arrived at Hof, where I met with 
the kindest reception from the 
Dean. Having read the letters of 
introduction, he could not contaim 










































his joy on learning the provision 
that had been made for Iceland, 
and broke out in expressions of 
gratitude to God. 

“‘ Having spent too much of the 
29th at the house of the excellent 
Mr. Paulson, I got benighted in a 
desert mountain tract, and after 
wading and leading the horses a 
considerable way down the channel 
of ariver, out of which I had the 
utmost difficulty in extricating my- 
self, [ pitched my tent in a morass 
on the right bank of the river, not 
daring to proceed any farther in the 
dark. ext day I visited the 
Dean of South Mule Syssel, who 
received me with much kindness ; 
assured me that his Deanry stood 
in great want of the Divine Ora- 
cles. The present supply he could 
view in no other light than the 
manna which came down from 
heaven. 

“On the 3d of September I 
reached Stafafel. The Rev. Berg 
Magnussen had been endeavouring 
to procure an Icelandick Bible for 
his own use these seventeen years 
past, but had at last given up all 
hopes of ever obtaining the trea- 
sure. His joy on receiving a copy 
was very great. 

‘After an absence of about two 
months, during which time § 
travelled upward of twelve h 7 
British miles, I arrived again at 
Reykiavik on the 20th of Septem- 
ber, with a heart full of gratitude 
to the God of my life, for the rich 
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experience I had had of his. provi- 
dential mercy, and the facilities 
he had afforded me in the way of 
ascertaining and making provision 
for thé scriptural wants of more 
than half the population of this 
extensive island.” 


Mr. Henderson wintered in Ice- 
land, and renewed his labours the 
next year. His report is accord- 
ingly divided into “vo parts. The 
extracts which have now been given 
are from the first. In copying them 
Mr. Henderson's language has been 
used, yet liberty has been taken to 
abridge many sentences, by exclud- 
ing the less important circum- 
stances, and names of difficult pro- 
nunciation, which would embarrass 
and not instruct many readers. 
What has been extracted may be 
regarded as a specimen of the diffi- 
culties and d rs which Mr. Hen- 
derson had to encounter, his intre- 
pidity and perseverence, and the 
manner in‘which he was received 
by the people of Iceland. Near 
the close of the first part of his nar- 
rative, he says, ** Wherever I came 
the people received me with open 
arms, and complained sadly of the 
dearth of the scriptures; and what 
is remarkable, in the parish where, 
about the middle of the thirteenth 
century, the first attempt was 
made to translate the scriptures 
into the vernacular | age, not a 
single copy was found to exist at 
the present day !”’ 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY, IN 
MASSACHUSETTS, ocT. 2, 1816. 


Since our last anniversary, it has 
pleased the Parent of life, whose 
dispensations are inscrutable by 
man, to remove our venerable Pre- 
sident, by death. The ‘Trustees 
Vol. IV. Ne. 11 


join in condolence with the Society 
under this afflictive event. | 

The Hon. Elijah Brigham was 
descended from a respectable fami- 
ly; he was educated in Christian 
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principles, and formed to the vir- 
tues of the gespel. Having com- 
pleted a collegiate education, he 
engaged in mercantile pursuits, and 
his diligent application toe business 
was rewarded with success. 

Possessed of a vigorous and inde- 
pendent mind, and of a sound judg- 
ment, he early attracted general 
notice, and was introduced into pub- 
lick life. He was raised to office, 
as well by the suffrages of his 
fellow-citizens, as by the appoint- 
ment of the supreme Executive of 
the Commonwealth. Nene of these 
distinctions originated either in a 
mean compliance with the will of 
the ruling power, or an unmanly 
condescension to popular prejudice ; 
but they resulted from a confidence 
which every class in thé community 
placed in his inflexible integrity, 
his unyielding justice and perse- 
vering rectitude. For many years, 
he sustained the office of a magis- 
trate, through the Commonwealth, 
and of a Judge on the bench of the 
Common Pleas, in the County of 
Worcester. From 1796 to 1810, 
the period at which he was elected 
into Congress, with one exception, 
he was chosen into the Senate of 
Massachusetts. The character of 
a citizen, a legislator, and a judge, 
he sustained with personal dignity ; 
he manifested a vigilant attention 
to the appropriate duties of these 
relations, and uncorrupted fidelity 
in their execution. To him may 
be applied the sentiment of the Ro- 
man Poet, 


“« Justum et tenacem propositi vivium 
Non ardor civium prava jubentium, 
Nec vultus instantis tyranni 

Mente quatit solida.”” 


Judge Brigham, while a young 
map, made a profession of religion, 
and through life, gave an exemplifi- 
cation of the piety and righfeous- 
ness, the benevolence and charity, 
which become the Christian. Asa 
Governour of a respectable literary 
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Institution in his vicinity, he seda- 
ously promoted the interests of in- 
tellectual and moral education. 
This society can bear witness that 
he devoted himself to his duty, as 
their President. Pure in his man- 
ners, and social in his disposition, 
he no less adorned a private than a 
publick station. 

In the honourable execution of 
his trust, as a member of the Na- 
tional Council, without having felt 
the infirmities of old age, or the 
distress of languishing sickness, and 
while in the full possession of every 
domestick endearment, of thé affec- 
tion of numerous friends, and of the 
respect and esteem of the wise and 
good of his countrymen, he was 
suddenly summoned to render his 
account to his God, to whose ser- 
vice he had devoted the talents 
committed to his management. 

The memory of the just shall be 
blessed. 

In the management of the con- 
cerns of the Seciety, the Trustees 
have, by all the means iu their 
power, sought the promotion of its 
great objects. 

Some inconvenience having arisen 
from the Rev. Messrs. Nurse and 
Warren’s depending for that part of 

ix support, which the people of 
th ear could not pay, upon 
t ifferent Missionary Societies, 
a conference was holden by a Com- 
mittee of your Board of Trustees, 
and a delegation of. the Society for 
Propagating the Gospel. And it 
was agreed between them, that in 
future, Mr. Nurse should exclu- 
sively depend upon the last men- 
tioned Society, and Mr. Warren 
depend solely on us. 

he Trustees feel painful emo- 
tions at the separation from Mr. 
Nurse and the people of Ellsworth. 
Under the auspices of this Society, 
Mr. Nurse began his successful in- 
structions in that place ;_ their 
annual donations having greatly 
assisted to ripen measures, which 










bave already been attended with 
beneficial effects, and which, in 


future, promise still greater bless- 
ings. t with pleasure they in- 
form the Society, that adequate 


assistance will be furnished to the 
people of Ellsworth, to enable them 
to rete their plan; and they 
will devoutly rejoice at the genu- 
ine effects of Christian charity, 
through whatever hand it may flow. 

The Trustees have appropriated 
one hundred dollars towards the 
support of Mr. Warren, the present 
al In consequence of the re- 

of the payment of any part 
of the salary of Mr. Nurse, the 
Trustees would gladly have taken 
a new field of Missionary labours ; 
but they were not able, in season 
for the present year, to fix upon the 
most eligible place, nor to obtain 
the suitable candidate. But seve- 
ral applications for assistance have 
recently been made, and there is a 
fair prospect, that the Trustees of 
the ensuing year may successfully 
attempt the formation of a Chris- 
tian Church and Society, among a. 
people to whom the gospel is not 
preached. 

The Trustees view schools, and 
the distribution of religious and 
school books, as objects of high 
consideration, they have accord- 
ingly appropriated sixty dollars to 
schools, and thirty-eight dollars for 
books. The school money has been 
equally.divided between the towns 
bordering on Ellsworth, under the 
direction of Rev. Mr. Nurse; and 
the plantation of Jackson and 
php, goo These are exclusively 
designed to aid in the maintenance 
of female instructors, and for the 
instruction of young children. 

The following books and pam- 
phliets have been distributed, viz. 
To Jackson, under the care of Rey. 
Mr. Warren, six ies of Nos. 3, 
5, 8, and 10, of the Christian Moni- 
tor; four copies of Doddridge’s Rise 
and Progress; ten copies of Por- 
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teus’ Evidences; four dozen copies 
of Woreester Catechism; twenty 
copies of the seven first numbers of 
the Christian Disciple, for 1814. To 
Elisworth, under the care of Rev. 
Mr. Nurse, six copies of Nos. 5, 6, 
and 10 of the Christian Monitor ; 
four copies of Doddridge’s Rise and 
P ss; ten eopies of Porteus’ 
Evidences; four dozen copies of 
Worcester -Catechism, and twenty 
copies of the seven first numbers of 
the Christian Disciple, for 1814. 
To the Rev. Mr. Mason of Castine, 
six copies of numbers 3, 6, and 8 of 
Christian Monitor; four copies of 
Doddridge’s Kise and Progress; four 
copies of Porter’s Evidences; two 
dozen copies of the Worcester Cate- 
chism ; and*ten copies of the seven 
first numbers of the Christian Dis- 
ciple, for 1814. 

The whole fifty ies of the 
seven first numbers of the Chris- 
tian Disciple, for 1814, were 
sented to the Society by the Rey. 
Noah Worcester, of Brighton. 

Forty-seven dollars, the donation 
of individuals in Ellsworth, remain 
on hand, appropriated to schools, 
but to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the Society, 

The pecuniary concerns of the 
Society will appear from the follow- 
ing statement, from the Report of 
the Treasurer this day exhibited. 


: D. ¢, 
The funds of the Society, at the last 
annual meeting, amounted to 


thesumof - - -+- = 4373 l4 
Reserved of this sum, as an aceu- 
. eee - © = 21293 60 
Since recei annual subserip- 
AB eh meses encn - 548 OF 
pended in jects 
ot the Society year - 306 50 


Treasurer 7 - - - 3615 61 


mulating fund - -* -» 291 1 
For future appropriations - - 424 60 


After the Treasurer had exhibit- 
ed his account, the following addi- 
tions were made to funds of the 
Society. 
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, D. Ce 
Anuual subseriptions from Mem- 
bersthis year - -.- -+ 105 0 
From the Female Cent Society in 
Watertown - - «+ - 17 44 
From the Female Cent Society, 2d 
Parish in Marlborough - - 24 65 
From the Female Cent Society in 
indica Guntaeins 
emale Cent jety in 
Waltham x ree, - 26 88 
Brom the Female Cent Society in 
Weston - ~ - - - 43 75 
From the Female Cent Society in 
Concord - sien. te ee. 10 64 
Prom the Church in Concord - 5 00 
From the Church in Chelmsford - 2 00 
From Individuals - * iets 9 00 
Collection at the Annual Meeting 
at - - - . 47 55 
339 9 
Making the funds of the Society 
alpount to ” ~ - - 1954 70 





While Christians, in every region 
and of every considerable sect, are 
now strenuously engaged to dissem- 
inate the knowledge of God and of 
Jesus Christ among the idolatrous 
nations of the earth, and are united 
in exertions to send the word of life 
to those, who are perishing for lack 
of vision, while the friends of Chris- 
tianity through the world manifest 
this active endeavour to extend the 
glorious gospel in its purity and 
efficacy, the Trustees congratulate 
the Society on being partakers of 
the same spirit, and engaged to 
effect the stated preaching of the 
Gospel in places, where it has sel- 
dom been heard, and to furnish 


destitute people with the means of 


improvement in Christian know- 
ledge, and attainments in Christian 
virtue. - And they unite with them 
in sentiments of devout gratitude 
and praise to God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, for this general 
revival of the Christian spirit, and 
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these encouraging presages of the 
approach of the promised triumphs 
of the gospel, in every section of 
the inhabited globe. Although our 
means and effurts have been humble 
and limited, they have not been 
without salutary and encouraging 
effects. By the blessing of God, we 
have cause to rejoice in success, 
and to be animated to perseverence 
in similar exertions. 

EZRA RIPLEY, Vice-Pres. 

Attest, 
S. RIPLEY, Cor. & Rec. Sec*ry. 


At the late annual meeting of the 
Society, they chose for their offi- 
cers, the ensniug year, 

Hon. Christopher Gore, Pres. 

Rev. Ezra Ripley, D. D. V. Pres. 

Rev. Samuel Kipley, Cor. and 

Rec. Sec’ry. 
Hon. Benjamin Heywood, T'reas. 
Rev. Francis Parkman, Assistant 
Treasurer. 


Trustees, 
Rey. Aaron Bancroft, D. D. 
Hon. Joseph Allen 
Deacon John White 
Rev. John Foster, D. D. 
Deacon Moses Coolidge 
Rev. Asa Packard 
Thomas W. Ward, Esq, 
Rey. Richard R. Eliot 
Rev. Nathaniel Thayer 
Isaae Fiske, Esq. 
Rey. Isaae Allen 
Mr. Josiah Bridge. 


The Society wil} hold their next 
annual meeting at Templeton; in 
the County of Worcester. The 
Rey. Wilkes Allen is the first, and 
Rev. Jonathan Osgood the second 
preacher, 


ee 


MISSIONARY SOCIETY INSTITUTED IN LONDON. 


From a tract kindly presented 
by the Editor of the Panoplist, en- 
titled “Summary view of the prox important facts. 


ceedings of the Missionary Socie~ 
ty,”’ we have collected the following 
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‘Phe Society was formed in 1795, 
ou the liberal principles of admit- 
ting serious Christians without any 
distinction of sect or denomination, 
and of leaving it to the heathen, 
*‘whom God may call into the 
fellowship of his Son, to assume for 
themselves such form of govern- 
ment as to them shall appear most 
agreeable to the word of God.”’ 

“ The first efforts of the Society, 
were directed to the Islands of the 
South PacifickyBcean.”” The mis- 
sionaries were called to endure 
many trials and discouraging cir- 
cumstances ; but by perseverance 
they gained an establishment. In 
1812 Pomare, the king of Otaheite, 
avowed himself a Christian. **Since 
that time many of the natives have 
followed his example, and diligent- 
ly attend the ordinances of religion, 
and are distinguished by the name 
of the praying people. About three 
hundred attend the worship of God, 
and nearly as many attend the 
adult school. Several chiefs in 
adjacent islands have also joined 
them, and wish instructors to be 
sent to their people.”’ 

In 1798 several missionaries were 
sent to Africa. “A flourishiug 
Church of converted Hottentots has 
been formed consisting of several 
hundred persons” Among a peo- 

le who were savage, ignorant, and 
idle, a settlement is now establish- 
ed in Caffraria which * consists of 
nearly 1200 people, with a large 
quantity of cattle.” 

From year to year other settle- 
ments in different and distant parts 
of Africa have been formed. There 
are now more than twelve different 
places in which religious instruction 
is offered to different nations of 
Africa. 

The exertions of this Society have 
extended to India, China, Can- 


ada, Newfoundland, and the West- 
Indies. 

In about fifty different stations, 
the Society employs. seventy or 
eighty missionaries. 

** Their Missionary, Mr. R. Mor- 
rison, has translated the whole of 
the New Testament and some parts 
of the Old, into the Chinese tongue ; 
two editions of which have been 
printed and widely circulated 
through different parts of the em- 

ire.”’ 

2 Those who believe in the truth 
and value of the Christian religion, 
and who read with candor what has 
been actually effected by mission- 
ary exertions, will lay aside their 
doubts, as to the utility of the 
efforts to spread the gospel through- 
out the world. The liberal ground 
adopted by the Society in London 
is truly commendable ; and the less 
there is of Sectarian dogmas and 
prejudices associated with mission- 
ary exertions, the greater, in our 
opinion, will be the prospects of real 
advantage both at home and abroad. 

By a letter published in the Re- 
corder, October 8, it appears that 
the missionary exertions at Ota- 
heite have been wonderfully bless- 
ed and prospered, that “the Ta- 
heitan nation have changed their 
false gods for Jehovah the true 
God ;’’ that ‘the majority of the 
people of EKimeo, near a thousand, 
have renounced their idols and pro- 
fessed themselves worshippers of 
the true God ;” that in one school 
there is six hundred and sixty scho- 
lars; that the “priests publickly 
burn their gods; the chiefS destroy 
their Morais, pul! down their sacred 
altars, and cook their victuals with 
the materials ;”” and “group after 
group” are seen ‘flocking to the 
missionaries, giving themselves up 
to the Lord.” , 
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THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF ASIA. 


Rztracts of a letier from the Rev. H. Lindsay, to the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. 


I wave to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of the case of books, con- 
taining fifty Arabick Bibles and 
one hundred Modern Greek Testa- 
ments; also, two hundred and fifty 
Armenian Testaments. 

I have had an interview with the 
Armenian Patriarch, and presented 
him with a copy of the Armenian 
Testament. Having stated to him 
the nature and objects of the So- 
ciety, and my hopes that it would 
meet both with his approbation and 
co-operation, it gave me great 
satisfaction to hear him answer, ‘I 
am a Christian; as such I cannot 
bnt approve of the object of such a 
Society.”’ 

When I last wrote to you, I was 
on the point of setting out ona 
short excursion into Asia Minor. 
As I distributed the few books of 
the: Society which I was able to 
carry with me, I think it necessary 
to give some account of the course I 
took. 

From the conversations I had 
with the Greek Bishop and his 
clergy, as well as various well 
informed individuals, I am led to 
suppose that if the population of 
Smyrna. be estimated at one hun- 
dred and forty thousand inhabitants, 
there are from fifteen to twenty 
thousand Greeks, six thousand Ar- 
menians, fifty thousand Catholicks, 
one hundred and forty Protestants, 
and eleven thousand Jews. 

After Smyrna the first place I 
visited was Ephesus, or rather (as 
the site is not exactly the same) 
Aisalick, which consists of about 
fifteen poor cottages. I found there 
put three Christians, two brothers 


Constantinople, Jan. 10, 1816. 


‘who kept a small shop, and a gar- 


dener. They are all three Greeks, 
and their ignorance is lamentable 
indeed. One of them I found able 
to read a little, and left with him a 
New-Testament in ancient and,mo- 
dern Greek. 

My next object was to see Lao- 
dicea. In the road to this is Guzel- 
hisar, a large town with one Church, 
and about seven hundred Christians. 
In conversing with the priests here, 
I found them so little acquainted 
with the Bible, or even the New- 
Testament in an entire form, that 
they had no distinct knowledge of 
the books it contained, beyond the 
four Gospels. I have sent thither 
three copies of the modern Greek 
Testament since my return. 

About three miles from Laodicea, 
is Denizli, which has been styled, 
but, I am inclined to think, errone- 
ously, the ancient Colosse. It isa 
considerable town, with about four 
hundred Christians, Greeks, and 
Armenians, each of whom has a 
Church. Iregret, however, to say, 
that here the most extravagant 
tales of miracles, and fabulous ac- 
counts of angels, saints, and relicks, 
have so usurped the place of the 
scriptures as to render it very diffi- 
cult to separate in their minds, 
divine truths from human ipven- 
tions. 

Eski-hisar, close to which are the 
remains of ancient Laodicea, con- 
tains about fitty poor inbab: tants, in 
which number are but ‘wo Christians 
who live together in a smail miil, 
unhappily neither could read at ail. 
The copy, therefore, of the New- 
Testament, which I intended for 








threat seems to have been fully 
executed, in its utter rejection as a 
Church. 

I left it for Philadelphia, now 
Alah-shehr. It was gratifying to 
find at last some surviving fruits of 
early zeal; and here, at Jeast, 
there is still the form of a Christian 
Church; this has been kept from 
the hour of temptation, which came 
upon all the Christian world. There 
are abeut one thousand Christians, 
chiefly Greeks; twenty-five places 
of publiek worship, five of which 
are lange regular Churches. To 
these re is a resident Bishop, 
with twenty inferiour clergy. A 
copy of the modern Greek Testa- 
ment was received by the Bishop 
with great thankfulness. 

I quitted Alab-shehr, deeply dis- 
appointed at the statement I re- 
eeived of the Church of Sardis. 
I trusted that it would not have 
been suffered to perish utterly ; and 
I beard with surprise, that not a 
vestige of it remained. With what 
satisfaction, then, did I find on the 
plains of Sardis, a small Church 
establishment! The few Christians 
who dwell around modern Sart, 
were anxious to settle there, and 
erect a Church, as they were in the 
habit of meeting at each other’s 
houses for the exercise of religion ; 
from this they were prohibited 
by the Turkish governour, and, in 
consequence, about five years ago, 
they built a Church upon the plain 
within view of ancient Sardis, and 
there they maintain a priest. The 
place has gradually risen to a little 
village, now called Tartar-keny ; 
whither the few Christians of Sart, 
who amount te seven, and those in 
its immediate vicinity, resort for 
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publick worship, and form together’ 
a congregation of about forty. 

There then still a rem- 
nant, “a names, even in Sar 
dis,” which have been. preserved. 
I cannot repeat the expressions of 
gratitude with which they received 
the copy of the New Testament in 
a language with which they were 
familiar. Several ¢erowded about 
the priest to hear it on the spot; 
and I left them thus _—— 

Ak-hisar, the ancient Thyatira, 
is said to contain thirty thousand 
inhabitants, of whom three thousand 
are Christians, all Greeks, except 
about two hundred Armenians. 
There is, however, but one Greek 
Church and ene Armenian. The 
superiour of the Greek Church, to 
whom I presented the Roman Tes- 
tament, esteemed it so great a trea- 
or peatley. be apenaanaeian, teak 
i sible, to spare another, 
one might be secured to the Church, 
and free from accidents, while the 
other went round among the people 
for private reading. I have, there- 
fore, since my return hither, sent 
him four copies. 

The Church of Pergamos, in re- 
spect to nuinbers, may be said to 
flourish still in Bergamo. The 
town is less than Ak-hisar; the 
number of Christians is about as 
great; the proportion of Armeni- 
ans to the Greeks nearly the same, 
and each nation also has one 
Church. The Bishop of the dis- 
trict, who occasionally resides there, 
was at that time absent; and I 
perceived, with deep regret, that 
the resident clergy were total 
incapable of estimating the gi 
I intended them. I therefore de- 
livered the Testament to the Lay 
Viear of the Bishop, at his urgent 
request ; he — assured me, that 
the Bishop would highly prize so 
valuable an acquisition to the 
Church. He seemed much pleased 
that the benighted state of his na- 
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tion had excited the attention of 
strangers. 

Thus, Sir, I have left at least one 
copy of the unadulterated word of 
God, at each of the seven Asiatick 
Churches of the Apocalyse; and I 
trust they are not utterly thrown 
away. But whoever may plant, it 
is God only who can give the in- 
crease ; and from his goodness we 
may hope they will, in due time, 
bring forth fruit, “some thirty, 
some sixty, and some a hundred 
fold.’’ 





Ordinations. 

At Worcester, Rev. C. A. Good- 
rich was ordained over the first 
Church in that place. Introductory 
prayer, by Rev. B. Wood, of Up- 
ton. Sermon, by Rev. Mr. Good- 
rich, of Berlin, Conn. Charge, by 
Rev. Mr. Smith, of Durham. A 
monitory exhortation, by Rev. Mr. 
Goff, of Millbury. Right hand, by 
Rey. Mr. Nelson, of Leicester. 
Concluding prayer, by Rev. Mr. 
Whittlesey, of Washington, Connec- 
ticut. 

Wednesday, October 9, at Wil- 
liamstown, (Mass.) Rev. Ralph W. 
Gridley. Introductory prayer, by 
Rev. Mr. Marsh, of Bennington, 
Vermont. Sermon, by Rey. Mr. 





























Obituary. 


Gridley, of Granby, from 1 Corin- 
thians, i. 21. Consecrating prayer, 
by Rev. Mr. Parsons, of Amherst. 
Charge, by Rev. Dr. Hyde. _ Right 
hand, by Rey. Mr. Shepard, and 
Kev. Gordon Dorman, made the 
concluding prayer. 





Candidates. 

Mr. Francis Jackson, Cambridge 
— David Reed do. 
— Jonathan P. Dabney do. 

— Samue! Gilman do. 
Thomas Prentiss do. 
Hiram Weston, Duxbury 
Samuel Ciarke, Cambridge 


Henry Ware do. 
Rufus Hurlbut do. 
Thomas Savage do. 
Seth Alden do. 
OBITUARY. 


In Hillsborough, Maryland, Kev. 
Jesse Lee, late Chaplain to Con- 
gress, aged 59. 

In Virginia, Rey. Thomas Lason, 
a minister of the Baptist Church, 
aged 55. 

In the city of Washington, Co- 
lumbia, Tobias Lear. 

In Milon, New-Hampshire, Hon. 
Beard Plumer, aged 62. 





